Results
117 During the three-month study period, 1301 patients were admitted to the MNH and JKCI 118 medical wards out of which 392 (30.1%) were aged ≥60 years. Details of enrolment are shown in 119 Fig 1,  in brief 56 (14%) patients were excluded; (13 patients were deemed to have surgical 120 conditions and were transferred to surgical wards, 27 were unable to communicate and had no 121 next of keen to provide informed consent and 16 patients refused to take part in the study).
122 Therefore, a total of 336 participants were enrolled into the study. 
EMD = Emergency medical department
126 Socio-demographic characteristics of study participants 127 Table 1 summarizes the socio-demographic characteristics of the study participants. There were 128 169 (50.3%) females enrolled, the mean age (± SD) for enrolled participants was 70.6 (± 8.9) 129 years, 180 (53.6%) were in the age group 60 -69 years and 132 (39.3%) had health insurance.
130 About half of the study participants had at least primary education however, there was a 131 significant difference in proportion of uneducated females compared to males 45 (26.6%) vs. 19 132 (11.4%) respectively p<0.001. 137 Diagnosis of the study participants 138 The description of diagnosis of the study participants are summarized in Table 2 145 stroke and pneumonia 32 (9.5%), and heart failure and hypertension in 28 participants (8.3%).
146 Overall, the proportion of non-communicable diseases was 82.7%.
147 166 Barthel index of 20 at admission whereas 21 of these study participants (8.4%) were still totally 167 dependent at discharge. The median modified Barthel score on admission among those who died 168 was 12 (total dependence) whereas it was 63 (moderate dependence) among survivors, p< 0.001.
169 Factors associated with the hospital outcomes 170 The mean age of study participants who died in hospital was 72.7 (±9.1) years compared to 69.9 171 (±8.7) years for those who were discharged home, p=0.013. A significantly higher proportion of 172 study participants with secondary education or above were discharge home compared to those 173 who died, 88 (35.2%) versus 16 (18.6%), p=0.012. The Mean modified Barthel index on 174 admission was higher in participants who survived compared to those who died, 57.4 and 16.9 175 respectively, p< 0.001. Factors independently associated with mortality were total dependency 176 on admission (modified Barthel index 20), adjusted OR 15.43, 95% CI: 7.523 -31.664 177 (p<0.001) and male sex, adjusted OR 1.89, 95% CI: 1.012 -3.528, p=0.046 (Table 4) . 
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